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 Takeaways 
SESEC Observation on the Key Work Points for the Standardization of 
Industry and Communication Technology in 2020 
Some existing problems in the MIIT Standardization system will be addressed according to this document, such as 
lack of coordination among different standardization organizations, while other problems that overseas 
stakeholders are most concerned with, including participation in sector standardization, have not been mentioned. 

 
CNCA Clarifies the Scope of the Explosion-proof Products Subject to CCC 
Electrical and electronic products used in explosive environments shall be excluded from the CCC if they are not in 
line with the description for the explosion-proof electrical and electronic products in the 2020 Table, no matter 
whether or not they have functions or purposes of other electrical and electronics products presented in the Table. 
 
Draft Data Security Law Released for Public Comment 
It clearly stipulates that China will have the ultimate right to impose export control measures over data that falls 
into the category of “controlled items”, namely items relating to the fulfilment of international obligations and the 
safeguarding of national security. In this regard, China can take countermeasures against discriminatory measures 
taken by other countries pertaining to data activities. 
 
Five New Green Evaluation Standards for Communication Devices under 
Development 
These standards could be adopted by MIIT to support its Green Products Evaluation System, which, to date, has 
adopted 89 product-specific association standards across different sectors. Nine CCSA association standards have 
been adopted by the system. 
 
IEC 60601 3rd Edition adopted in China 
Apart from GB 9706.1-2020, which comes from IEC 60601.1:2012, there are 34 other supplementary and 
application-specific standards that will be used to support the implementation of GB 9706.1-2020 on specific 
products. However, absence of most of these supporting standards means GB 9706 serial standards still cannot be 
used as the evaluation standards for market access by now. 

 
Regulations on the Supervision and Administration of Cosmetics Clarify 
Punitive Measures for Violators 
The Regulations clarify the scope of punitive measures to be adopted against violators. Fines shall be imposed on 
the legal representative, the main person in charge, the person directly responsible and/or other people from 
entities. In case of serious violations, a lifelong ban from producing and operating cosmetics will be enforced. 
 
NMPA Publishes the 2019 Annual Report on the Management of Standards 
for Medical Devices in China 
Based on substantial statistics, the report provides a comprehensive review of the status of development and 
management of China’s standards for medical devices, as well as the establishment of related standardisation 
organisations, the achievements in international standardisation, and the disclosure of standard information. 
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WTO makes public 4 TBT Notifications of Chinese Standards 
#TBT #Horizontal 
On June 17, 2020, SAMR (State Administration for Market Regulation) (Standardization Administration of 
the P.R.C.) notified WTO about 4 national standards. 

 
No. Standard Name1 Content 

1 
Administrative Measures for Production and 

Manufacture of Civil UAS 

This measure stipulates the safety 
requirements for production and manufacture 

of civil UAS. 

2 Implementation Rules for the Management of Road 
Motor Vehicle Product Series 

This document specifies implementation rules 
for the management of road motor vehicle 

product series. 

3 
Assessment Measure of New Technology, New 

Craft and New Material for the Market Access of 
Road Motor Vehicle Products 

This document specifies assessment method 
of new technology, new craft and new 

material for the market access of road motor 
vehicle product. 

4 National Standard of the P.R.C., Gauge for Standard 
Gauge Railways- Part 1: Rolling Stock Gauge 

This part specifies the rolling stock gauge of 
1435mm standard gauge railway. 

 
You can search for more details at the following addresses: 
https://ec.europa.eu/growth/tools-databases/tbt/en/ 
https://docs.wto.org/dol2fe/Pages/FE_Search/FE_S_S003.aspx 
 
Background: 
According to relevant WTO agreements, each member, when developing or revising the existing technical 
regulations, compulsory standards or conformity assessment procedures and measures, must submit a notification 
report to the WTO Secretariat 60 days before approval if the regulations, standards and measures are not consistent 
with the international standards or may have obvious influence to other member states. This is to give enterprises 
of other member states enough time to evaluate their profit and decide their business activities. Emergency TBT 
notifications may take place at the same time as the regulations, standards or measures enter into force without a 
period for comment from other member states, provided that the notification justifies the emergency measures. 
In addition to communication, the notification system also provides a platform for technical coordination. 

 
Standards Related Articles In The New Civil Code of China 
#Standard #New Civil Code 
The first Civil Code of China was issued by the 

National People’s Congress in May 2020, it will come 
into force in January of 2021. SESEC team summarized 
the standards related articles of the Civil Code of China 
and listed them below: 

                                                        
1 The link will directly lead to the notification detail including the full notification text form. 

Article 293 In the construction of a building, the 
relevant engineering construction standards of the 
state shall not be violated, and the ventilation, light 
and sunshine of the neighboring building shall not be 
interfered with. 

1.

2.

Horizontal Issues 
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Article 511 Where certain content agreed upon by the 
parties in the contract is ambiguous and cannot be 
determined in accordance with the provisions in the 
preceding article, the following provisions shall apply: 
(1) If quality requirement is not clear, performance 
shall be rendered in accordance with the state 
mandatory standard; absent any state mandatory 
standard, performance shall be rendered in 
accordance with the state voluntary standard; absent 
any state voluntary standard, performance shall be 
rendered in accordance with the industry voluntary 
standard; or absent any state or industry standard, 
performance shall be rendered in accordance with the 
customary standard or any particular standard 
consistent with the purpose of the contract. 

Article 596 A sales contract shall generally include the 
name, quantity, quality, and price of the subject 
matter; the time limit, place, and method for 
performance; and packaging method, inspection 
standards and methods, settlement method, the 
language employed in the contract, and its validity. 

Article 624 Where a seller delivers the subject matter 
to a third party on the buyer’s instructions, and the 
inspection standards agreed upon by the seller and the 
buyer are inconsistent with those agreed upon by the 
buyer and the third party, the inspection standards 
agreed upon by the seller and the buyer shall prevail. 

Article 636 In a sale by sample, if the buyer is not 
aware of a latent defect in the sample, the subject 
matter delivered by the seller shall nevertheless 
comply with the normal quality standard for a like item, 
even though the subject matter delivered complies 
with the sample. 

Article 651 The power supplier shall supply power in a 
safe manner in accordance with the standards for 
power supply stipulated by the State and with the 
terms of the contract. Where the power supplier fails 
to supply power in a safe manner in accordance with 
the standards for power supply stipulated by the State 
and with the terms of the contract, thereby causing 
losses to the power customer, it shall be liable in 
damages. 

Article 771 The contents of a contract for work shall 
generally contain such clauses as the subject matter, 
quantity, quality, remuneration, method of the work, 
and supply of materials, term of performance, 
standards and method of acceptance inspection. 

Article 799 Upon completion of the construction 
project, the employer shall conduct acceptance 
inspection according to the construction drawings and 
specifications, and in accordance with the rules of 
construction inspection and quality inspection 
standard prescribed by the state. Once the 
construction project has passed the acceptance 
inspection, the employer shall pay the prescribed price 
and accept the construction project. 

Article 806 Where a contractor assigns the whole or 
illegally subcontracts any part of the construction 
project, the employer may rescind the contract. 
If an employer furnishes main building materials, 
building components, and equipment not conforming 
to mandatory standards, or fails to perform its 
obligation to assist, rendering the contractor unable to 
perform construction, and fails to perform the 
corresponding obligation within a reasonable time 
limit after demand, the contractor may rescind the 
contract. 

Article 821 Where the carrier unilaterally lowers the 
standards of service, it shall, upon request by the 
passenger, refund the ticket-fare or lower the price of 
the ticket; where the service standards are enhanced, 
no additional ticket-fare shall be charged. 

Article 845 The contents of a technology contract shall 
generally include the name, content of the subject 
matter, scope, and requirements of the project; the 
plan, place, and method for performance; 
confidentiality of technical information and materials; 
ownership of the technology and methods for 
allocating benefits accrued therefrom; standards and 
method for acceptance inspection; definition of terms 
and phrases. 
Article 909 The depositary shall sign its name or seal 
the warehouse receipt. The warehouse receipt shall 
contain the following: 
(1) Name and domicile of the depositor. 
(2) Category, quantity, quality, and package, number 
of pieces and marks of the warehoused property. 
(3) Standards of spoilage of the warehoused property. 

Article 938 The contents of a property management 
service contract generally include services, service 
quality, service fee rates and collection methods, use 
of maintenance funds, management and use of service 
premises, service term, and service handover. 
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Article 943 A property management service provider 
shall regularly disclose to owners and report to the 
owners’ meeting and the owners’ committee on 
services, responsible personnel, quality requirements, 
chargeable items, fee rates, performance, the use of 
maintenance funds, and the management and income 
of the part held in co-ownership by owners, among 
others, in a reasonable manner. 

Article 1214 Where an illegally assembled motor 
vehicle or a motor vehicle having reached the standard 
of retirement, which has been transferred through sale 
or in any other method, causes a traffic accident and a 
harm, the transferor and the transferee shall be liable 
jointly and severally.

 

English Version of Modern Standardisation Method—Comprehensive 
Standardisation Officially Published 
#English Version #Publication 

The English version of Modern Standardisation Method—Comprehensive Standardisation has been officially 
published by the Standards Press of China. The translation, which has been funded and completed under the NQI 
project implemented by China National Institute of Standardization (CNIS), represents the first ever English edition 
of a Chinese work on the practice of standardisation methods in the country. 

Modern Standardisation Method-Comprehensive Standardisation is a work written by Mr. LI Chuntian, a renowned 
standardisation expert in China. The book provides a detailed overview of comprehensive standardisation in China, 
starting from its origins and illustrating theories, methods and functions; it highlights in particular the successful 
practices of comprehensive standardisation in China, revealing its practical effects and its broad application 
prospects from industry to enterprises. 

The initial translation of the book has been completed in a few dozens of minutes through the "Smart Translation 
System of Standardisation" developed under the NQI project. The platforms relies on an extensive bilingual corpus 
of standards and smart translation technologies, thus ensuring the accuracy of the translation and its consistency 
with the original version in Chinese, and at the same time reducing significantly the amount of time required for 
translation. The initial translation of the book then underwent several rounds of review and proofreading by a 
senior team established by CNIS, formed mainly by chief representatives of international, regional and foreign 
standardisation organisations in China, as well as international standardisation experts and editors of 
standardisation magazines in English language. 

The publication of the book represents a successful practice and step for the internationalisation of China's 
standardisation methods. It offers Chinese experience to international standardisation development. 

The original Chinese version of the news is available on the official website of CNIS: English version of Modern 
Standardisation Method—Comprehensive Standardisation officially published. 

 

NRA Released Foreign Language Versions of Railway Standard and 
Dictionaries
 #NRA #Standards 

 
In line with the instructions of the State Council, the National Railway Administration (NRA) should increase its 
commitment to translate and publish railway technical standards in foreign languages, to promote exchanges and 
cooperation between China and Africa on railway technology, and to continuously promote the internationalization 
of China's railway standards, so as to provide strong support for China’s railway sector to “go global”. In this context, 
in June 2020 NRA released: 

3. 

4. 
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 Arabic and Thai Version of Code for Design of High-speed Railway (TB 10621-2014); 
 A Dictionary for Chinese-Arabic Translation of Railway Technical Standards; and 
 A Dictionary for Chinese-Indonesian Translation of Railway Technical Standards. 

Railway Standard 

 
In December 2014, NRA developed and released the Code for Design of High-speed Railway: it is the first sector 
standard for high-speed railway design in China, as well as the leading standard for the high-speed railway standards 
system in the country. In July 2015, NRA released the English version of the Code, aimed at sharing with the world 
China’s experience in high-speed rail construction, and thus supporting the “going global” of China’s railway sector. 
In March 2019, The Russian and Indonesian versions of the standard were released, providing standard support for 
key overseas railway projects such as the Moscow-Kazan High-speed Railway in Russia, and the Jakarta-Bandung 
High-speed Railway in Indonesia. 

The release of the Arabic and Thai versions of the Code will provide strong support to relevant countries and regions 
to understand and adopt China's high-speed railway technical standards. 

Dictionary 

In order to regulate the translation of professional vocabulary and technical terms of railway engineering 
construction standards, and to ensure the quality of the translation, in 2017 NRA released A Dictionary for English 
Translation of Railway Technical Standards. The Arabic and Indonesian dictionaries comprehensively illustrate the 
main problems commonly encountered during the application of China railway technical standards in overseas 
railway projects; they also sort out the commonly-used vocabulary of railway engineering construction standards, 
and provide a translation in both Chinese and Arabic/Indonesian, which contributes to increased practicability and 
convenience for users. 

The above-mentioned foreign versions of the railway standard and dictionaries are officially published by China 
Railway Publishing House. 

Background 

NRA is committed to accelerate the internationalization of Chinese railway standards. China's railway construction 
technology is among the world's most advanced; the country has a complete railway construction standard system 
with Chinese characteristics, covering high-speed railway, intercity railway, passenger and freight railway, heavy-
haul railways, municipal (suburban) railways, magnetic levitation railways, special railway lines, as well as railway 
survey, design, construction, inspection and acceptance, and other railway specialties. They all have global 
influence. 

In order to promote the implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative, the translation of standards has been 
carried out continuously since 2014. To date, basically all Chinese railway engineering construction standards have 
a corresponding English version, as well as versions in other languages for certain key standards. Specifically, 106 
standards have been translated in English, and 4 in other languages; 3 bilingual dictionaries have also been 
translated and published. 
Official website of China Railway Publishing House Online Platform: http://www.m.crphdm.com/ 
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SAC Releases New Notifications on 15 Mandatory National Standards 
#SAC #Standard 
 

On 23 July 2020, the Standardisation Administration of China (SAC) released its No. 18 Notification on the release 
of 13 mandatory national standards, and on the amendment of 2 mandatory national standards. Specifically:  
 

No. Standard Code Standard Name 
Code of Replaced 

Standard 
Implementation 

Date 
1 GB 4544-2020 Beer Bottles GB 4544-1996 2021-08-01 

2 GB 4544-2020 Protective clothing — Flame 
retardant protective clothing 

GB 8965.1-2009 2021-08-01 

3 GB 9706.205-2020 

Medical electrical equipment—Part 
2-5: Particular requirements for the 

basic safety and essential 
performance of ultrasonic 
physiotherapy equipment 

GB 9706.7-2008 2021-08-01 

4 GB 9706.206-2020 

Medical electrical equipment—Part 
2-6: Particular requirments for the 

basic safety and essential 
performence of microwave therapy 

equipment 

GB 9706.6-2007 2021-08-01 

5 GB 14232.1-2020 

Plastics collapsible containers for 
human blood and blood 

components—Part 1: Conventional 
containers 

GB 14232.1-2004 2021-08-01 

6 GB 15892-2020 
Polyaluminium chloride for 
treatment of drinking water 

GB 15892-2009 2021-08-01 

7 GB 20653-2020 
Protective clothing—High visibility 

warning clothing for professional use GB 20653-2006 2021-08-01 

8 GB 21027-2020 Request in common use of security 
for student's articles 

GB 21027-2007 2021-08-01 

9 GB 21148-2020 Foot protection — Safety footwear 

GB 12011-2009,GB 
21146-2007,GB 
21147-2007,GB 

21148-2007 

2021-08-01 

10 GB 24850-2020 

Minimum allowable values of energy 
efficiency and energy efficiency 

grades for flat panel televisions and 
set-top boxes 

GB 24850-2013,GB 
25957-2010 

2021-08-01 

11 GB 28234-2020 Hygienic requirements for acidic 
electrolyzed water generator 

GB 28234-2011 2021-08-01 

12 GB 39176-2020 
Rare earth products packing, 

marking, transport and storage  2021-08-01 

13 GB 39177-2020 
Minimum allowable values of energy 

efficiency and energy efficiency 
grades for electric pressure cookers 

 2021-08-01 

14 GB 20300-2018 
No. 1 amendment to Safety 

specifications for road transportation 
GB 20300-2006 2020-07-23 

5.
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vehicle of explosive substance and 
chemical toxic substance 

15 GB 30509-2014 
No. 1 amendment to Identification 
for passenger cars and their parts  2020-07-23 

 
SAC regularly publishes various notifications on its official website (http://std.samr.gov.cn/noc) to announce newly 
released standards. Since only the Chinese versions of the notifications are available, SESEC is actively working to 
sort out, analyse and translate notifications concerning national standards. Further updates from SESEC will follow 
once the translation process is completed. 
 

SESEC Observation on the Key Work Points for the Standardization of 
Industry and Communication Technology in 2020 
#Industry and Communication

On May 12, 2020, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) published the Key Work Points for 
the Standardization of Industry and Communication Technology in 2020, setting the objectives and tasks for the 
standardization work under MIIT (hereinafter, the “MIIT Standardization”) in the coming year. SESEC’s observation 
on and summary of the document are as follows. 

1. Conduct strategic research and develop standardization policies and regulations 

In 2020, MIIT is planning to: 

 Organize research on the strategy of MIIT Standardization for the 14th five-year period, proposing the 
general thoughts, objectives, key tasks and safeguard measures for the MIIT Standardization in the coming 
three to five years 

 Draw up guidelines on constructing the MIIT mandatory standards system, guiding the development of 
recommended national and sectoral standards systems supporting mandatory national standards in key 
areas. 

 Publish the Administrative Measures for the Technical Committee for Standard Development of MIIT, and 
the Administrative Measures for Developing MIIT Sector Standards. 

2. Be aware of and deal with coordination problems among standardization organizations 

In the past, coordination has barely been seen among standardization organizations in emerging technical areas. 
This document proposes to “improve the cross-field cooperation mechanism among different technical 
standardization organizations”, and “facilitate standards system construction and standards coordination in key 
cross-industry and cross-sector areas”. This will not only help address the problems of redundancy, overlaps, and 
misuse of resources in standards development, but will also be beneficial for the management on standardization 
work. 

3. Put forward the work focus of mandatory national standards and their supporting standards. 

The document states: “strengthen the development of mandatory national standards for consumer goods safety, 
equipment safety, limits on toxic and hazardous substances, industrial safety, resource security, and security of key 
network equipment”, and “priority should be given to the development of standards for key technology and 
products, fundamental and public welfare standards on terms, testing methods, quality and safety, energy 
conservation and environmental protection, and project construction, as well as supporting standards for 
mandatory national standards”. 

6. 
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4. Improve the timeliness and scale of sector standards. 

The document states: “keep the average lifetime of sector standards within five years by confirming, revising and 
abolishing them to gradually reduce the size of sector standards for general products.” 

5. Encourage association standards to go global and expand the influence of Chinese standards 

The document states: “support social organizations to participate in global standardization activities and accelerate 
the internationalization of association standards.” However, there are no more specific measures provided. 

6. Point out the key areas for adopting international standards. 

The document states: “establish a working mechanism for tracking and adopting international standards in key 
areas of industrial development and of consumer concern, such as engineering machinery, baby supplies and 
integrated circuits. Carry out an in-depth comparative analysis of China’s standards and advanced international 
standards”, and “focus on accelerating the adoption of international standards for basic and general requirements, 
testing methods, quality and safety, energy conservation and environmental protection, and further narrow the 
gap between China’s standards and advanced international standards to achieve an adoption rate of more than 90% 
in key areas.” 

7. Sector standards go global. 

The document states: “promote the development of foreign language versions of mandatory national standards 
and sector standards to serve the economic development of countries along the “One Belt One Road”. 

8. Promote the full-text disclosure of sector standards, exerting a negative impact on copyright protection. 

The document states: “establish a full-text disclosure system for sector standards and make a number of sector 
standards texts available to the public free of charge in pilot areas”. 

9. Implement the policy of entrusting national TCs to develop sector standards, but with sectoral TCs still as 
the mainstay in developing sector standards. 

The document states: “launch in due course the work entrusting the national standardization technical committees 
to be engaged in the development, revision and technical management of sector standards in designated fields.” 

MIIT’s standardization work in 2020 will continue concentrating on improving relevant standardization systems 
internally and facilitating the output of Chinese standards and influence externally. Some existing problems in the 
MIIT Standardization system will be addressed or improved, such as lack of coordination among different 
standardization organizations and insufficient information disclosure of sector standards, while other problems 
that overseas stakeholders are most concerned with, including the transparency and participation in sector 
standardization work, have not been mentioned. 

In addition, the full-text disclosure of sector standards may seriously impact the protection of copyright. Because 
many sector standards are converted from overseas standards, it is necessary for MIIT to elaborate on its principles 
for the full-text disclosure as well as the measures that MIIT will take to protect overseas stakeholders’ copyright. 
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Data Updates of China’s Standards 
#Standard  

SESEC closely monitors the process of standardisation reform in China. SESEC periodically collects and 
summarise new updates and data on six types of Chinese standards, namely: mandatory national standards; 
recommended national standards; sector standards; local standards; association standards; and enterprise 
standards. The following updates took place from March 2020 to June 2020: 

Key Legal and Policy Updates 

 The Guiding Opinions on Further Strengthening the Administration of Sector Standards were released by 
MIIT on 27 April 2020. 

 The Administrative Measures for Mandatory National Standards started their implementation on 1 June 
2020, after having been approved in December 2019 and released in January 2020 by SAMR/SAC. 

 The Measures for the Administration of Local Standards started their implementation on 1 March 2020, 
after having been approved in December 2019 and released in January 2020 by SAMR/SAC. 

Statistics and Observations 

1. Government standards 

The National Standards Information Public Service Platform (http://std.samr.gov.cn/), managed by SAMR, collects 
all national standards, both mandatory and recommended, as well as a part of sector standards. At the same time, 
MIIT is improving its Standards Information Platform (https://www.miitstd.cn/index.aspx), which collects all 
standards under the ministry. 

According to the data included in the two platforms, at present there are: 

 2,091 mandatory national standards in force, with 110 new ones starting to be implemented soon. 
 35,580 voluntary national standards in force, with 1,184 new ones starting to be implemented soon. 
 67,915 sector standards nation-wide, 39,476 of which currently in effect under MIIT. 

Generally, the following trends can be identified for national standards: 

 The number of mandatory national standards will hold steady, no significant changes are foreseen; 
 National standards will be developed towards cross-sector and cross-industry technical requirements; 
 Sector standards keep playing a significant role in areas such as 5G and information and communication 

technologies; 
 National Technical Committees delegated to develop sector standards will become increasingly common; 
 The filing mechanism for sector standards has yet to be improved to ensure the principle of “everything is 

available”; 
 From 2020 onwards, all newly-released sector standard texts will be made available to the public. 

In terms of local standards, the Local Standards Information Platform (http://dbba.sacinfo.org.cn/) shows that, to 
date, there are 44,875 local standards in force – an increase of 2.5% compared to March 2020. Local standards 
maintain their focus mainly on local management and livelihood requirements. 

2. Association standards 

7.
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According to data collected from the National Association Standards Platform (http://www.ttbz.org.cn/), the 
number of associations and association standards in China has kept growing steadily. 

Specifically, 3,403 social organisations and 15,808 association standards were registered on the Platform at the end 
of June 2020, marking an increase of 9% and 18% respectively compared to March 2020. 6,425 association 
standards registered (over 40% of the total) have their full texts made public, marking a 25% growth compared to 
the previous quarter. Nonetheless, certain key and influential associations are still not sufficiently committed to 
publicising relevant information on the Platform. 

3. Enterprise standards 

As already verified in the previous quarter, statistics on enterprise standards are still no longer available on the 
National Enterprise Standards Information Platform (http://www.qybz.org.cn/). The reason may be related to the 
insufficient technical capacity of the platform to keep pace with such a large and rapidly growing amount of 
enterprise standards information. 

On the other hand, the Top-Runners system continues to be promoted from central government to local 
governments. The latest developments include: 

 The State Grain and Reserves Administration released the Notice on Carrying out Top-runner Activity for 
the Enterprise Standards of Grain and Oil Products; 

 Yunnan province released the Implementation Plan for Enterprise Standards Top-runner System; 
 Jiangxi province determined eight key areas for the enterprise standards Top-runner evaluation in 2020. 

 

China Launches Two Serial Standard Projects for IPR and Patent 
Protection 

#IPR and Patent Protection # Standard 

On 30 July 2020, SAC initiated and published two serial national standard projects in the field of intellectual property, 
namely: (i) the Management Specifications for Intellectual Property Rights Protection on E-commerce Platforms, 
and (ii) the Patent Navigation Guide. 

 Management Specifications for Intellectual Property Rights Protection on E-commerce Platforms. 

China’s e-commerce sector is the biggest in the world in terms of volume and value of transactions. However, piracy 
remains a rampant issue on all e-commerce platforms, where pirate editions of books, games, software, and 
video/audio products can frequently be found, resulting in severe IPR infringements leading to market disruptions. 
Indeed, in e-commerce environments – where the physical scope of IPR protection is unclear – intellectual 
achievements as knowledge assets are more susceptible to piracy and counterfeiting, and it is more difficult for the 
infringed party to file complaints and effectively enforce its rights. 

In order to address this issue, an agreed IPR protection framework stipulating the technical requirements for IPR 
protection processes should be established and observed by e-commerce stakeholders, including e-commerce 
platforms, merchants, consumers and public regulators. Therefore, in November 2019, the General Office of the 
CPC Central Committee and the General Office of the State Council proposed, in the Opinions on the Intensified 
Protection of Intellectual Property Rights, to formulate standards for the management and protection of IPR on e-
commerce platforms. 

8.
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In this context, and also in view of the fact that neither in China nor abroad there are standards on IPR protection 
and management on e-commerce platforms that can be used as reference, SAC launched this new project. The 
Management Specifications for Intellectual Property Rights Protection on E-commerce Platforms will stipulate the 
general requirements for IPR protection that will apply to the construction, operation and management of e-
commerce platforms. It will also provide technical requirements for the operation of e-commerce merchants. 

 Serial Standard: the Patent Navigation Guide. 

The Patent Navigation Guide will be comprised of eight parts: general principles for patent navigation, six patent 
navigation standards for specific areas (regional planning, industrial planning, enterprise management, R&D 
activities, standard application, and talent management), and service requirements for patent navigation. 

Patent navigation refers to the deep integration of patents into the innovation of industrial technologies, products, 
organisations and business models – based on the effective utilisation of patent information resources and patent 
analysis. It is an exploratory work that can guide and support balanced development among various industries. The 
development of the serial standard aims to facilitate sharing, intensive integration, collaborative development and 
efficient utilisation of production factors such as talents, technologies and capital; it also aims to speed up the 
transformation and upgrading of traditional industries, and to raise the operational level and innovation efficiency 
of industries. 

The launch of the serial standard project is grounded on strong policy background and support. In December 2015, 
the State Council’s Several Opinions on Accelerating the Construction of a Powerful Country with Intellectual 
Property Rights under the New Situation first called for the establishment of a work mechanism for the 
development of the patent navigation industry. In February 2020, the State Council further issued the Notice on 
Promoting the Third Batch of Reform Measures to Support Innovation, requiring the promotion and divulgation of 
decision-making mechanisms for patent navigation for emerging industries, based on industrial data and patent 
data. 

At the operational level, the National Intellectual Property Administration (CNIPA) has formulated a series of 
guidelines and specifications to guide patent navigation work, including: 

 The Patent Navigation Pilot Project Workbook (First Edition), published in September 2013: it provides an 
operational guide for industrial patent analysis, IP appraisal for major economic and technological activities, 
and patent reserve and operation; 

 The Guidelines for the Implementation of Industrial Planning Patent Navigation Projects (Provisional), 
published in July 2015: it reviews the management methods of industrial planning patent navigation 
projects, including organisational models, process management and working mechanisms. It also 
systematically introduces the contents and results of the analysis of three basic project stages, aiming at 
standardising and guiding industrial patent navigation work; 

 The Guidelines for the Implementation of Enterprise Operation Patent Navigation, published in December 
2016: it introduces the main principles, key contents and analysis modules of enterprise operation patent 
navigation projects, aimed at standardising and guiding enterprise patent navigation work; 

 The Guidelines for the Implementation of Patent Navigation for the Evaluation of Regional Innovation 
Resources; the Management Specifications for the Regional Distribution of Intellectual Property Rights; the 
Technical Manual for the Regional Distribution of Intellectual Property Rights; and the Guide for the 
Compilation of Resource Allocation-oriented Catalogue with Intellectual Property at the Core –formulated 
between 2016 and 2018: they introduce the general principles, working methods and operational 
procedures of regional patent navigation projects, aimed at standardising and guiding relevant work. 

These standards are all formulated by SAC/TC554 (National Technical Committee for the Standardization of 
Knowledge Management), and are under the management of CNIPA. 
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 Security 
 

2020 First Meeting of the Standing Council of the China Cybersecurity 
Industry Alliance Held in Beijing 
#CCIA  

On 12 June 2020, the Standing Council of the China Cybersecurity Industry Alliance (CCIA) held its first 2020 meeting 
in Beijing. The executive director, secretariat and representatives of CCIA attended. 

The meeting put forward the following requirements for CCIA to improve its services: 

 Serve the national cybersecurity strategy; 
 Serve the needs of the government and enterprises, and match the needs of local governments with those 

of enterprises; 
 Serve the public, focus on solving key issues of public concern, and assume more social responsibility; 
 Serve well and promote stronger ties among member organisations. Leverage the advantages of leading 

enterprises, share resources with SMEs, and form a good ecosystem for industrial development. 

The meeting also reviewed and approved CCIA’s priorities for 2020, which were then published on CCIA’s website 
(see link below): 

 Build the CCIA brand and extend the influence of the alliance; 
 Establish a bridge of dialogue and coordination between government and enterprises; 
 Give full play to the role of think tanks, and strengthen research on top-level industrial design and strategy; 
 Strengthen industry-university cooperation, and launch the "University-Enterprise Cooperation in 

Education" project; 
 Encourage innovation and select excellences; 
 Continue to strengthen CCIA’s capacities, and improve the quality of its services. 

Background 

CCIA is a non-profit organisation initiated and established by representative enterprises of China's cybersecurity 
industry on a voluntary basis. Strongly supported by the Cyberspace Administration of China, CCIA aims to: 

 Create a sound environment for the development of the cybersecurity industry; 
 Protect China's national cybersecurity and users' interests; and 
 Promote the expansion and strengths of the cybersecurity industry. 

The original Chinese version of the news is available on the official website of CESI: 2020 first meeting of the 
Standing Council of the China Cybersecurity Industry Alliance held in Beijing. 

The full text, in Chinese, of CCIA’s 2020 priorities is available on CCIA’s website: Alliance's 2020 Priorities. 

9. 
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Draft Data Security Law Released for Public Comment 
#Data Security 
 

On 28 June 2020, the draft Data Security Law was submitted for its first reading at the 20th session of the Standing 
Committee of the 13th National People’s Congress. The draft was also published online for public comments on 3 
July: comments can be submitted until 16 August 2020. 

The Data Security Law aims to regulate data and to incorporate data security and utilisation into the national 
governance system; it thus marks the official establishment of data security legislation in China. Specifically, the 
draft is comprised of 51 articles grouped under seven sections, including: data security jurisdiction and regulatory 
framework; data security standardisation system; data protection classifications and grades; management of key 
data; data security risk alert and emergency response mechanism; national security review mechanism for data 
activities; and obligations to protect data activities. The draft signals that China will continue to put equal emphasis 
on safeguarding data security, and on promoting data development and utilisation; it aims to further boost the 
progress of the data industry through better data security systems and protection. 

The following points of the draft Data Security Law relate to standardisation: 

1. Establishment of a data security standardisation system 

In March 2020, SAC issued the Main Points of National Standardisation Work for China in 2020, outlining the overall 
requirements for the establishment of a new generation information technology standard system. Various data-
related technical standardisation projects have recently been launched, covering areas such as face recognition 
technology and intelligent and connected vehicles. On this basis, the draft Data Security Law stipulates that China 
will advance the establishment a standard system that will cover data development and utilisation technologies, 
products and data security. 

2. Support the development of evaluation and certification services 

The draft points out that China will further facilitate the development of data security testing, evaluation and 
certification services, and that it will support professional institutions to carry out such services in accordance with 
the law – i.e. based on the Detailed Rules for the Implementation of Safety Certification of Key Internet Equipment 
and Internet Security Products published by CNCA in July 2018; and the Detailed Rules for the Implementation of 
Safety Certification of Mobile Internet Applications published by SAMR and the Cyberspace Administration of China 
in March 2019. 

In addition, the draft reveals a supportive attitude towards safe and free cross-border data flows. Nonetheless, it 
clearly stipulates that China will have the ultimate right to impose export control measures over data that falls into 
the category of “controlled items”, namely items relating to the fulfilment of international obligations and the 
safeguarding of national security. In this regard, China can take countermeasures against discriminatory measures 
taken by other countries pertaining to data activities. It is noteworthy that the draft targets special scenarios, 
without reference to regulation over cross-border data flows in general business scenarios. The draft also stipulates 
that China will conduct national security reviews on data activities that affect or have the potential to affect national 
security, although no specific jurisdictions and scope of scenarios are defined. 

In conclusion, the draft Data Security Law is a basic law for data security in China. Its objective is to improve the 
data security standard system, to boost cross-border data exchange, and at the same time to support the 
establishment of a protection mechanism to safeguard national security and data sovereignty. Together with the 
Cybersecurity Law and the Personal Information Protection Law, it forms a key part of China’s legal framework for 
data regulation and governance. 
 

10.
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 5G 

 
A Research Project Led by China Mobile Launched in 3GPP 
#3GPP #5G
 

At the RAN (#88e) plenary meeting from 29 Jun to 3 July 2020, 3GPP approved the project for New SID (Study Item 
Description): Study on Further Enhancement for Data Collection, marking the official start of research on the 
integration of wireless network and AI. 

The newly-approved project led by China Mobile is a further enhancement of the R16 standardisation project 
“wireless data collection and application”, aiming to build a smart wireless network enabled by AI technologies 
based on big data. In the follow-up of the project, with a focus on 5G’s typical demands for energy efficiency, load 
balancing, mobility management and coverage optimization, efforts will be made in studying the general principle 
and functional framework of AI-based 5G wireless network, data input and output through AI models, and the 
transfer process between wireless nodes and functional modules. The project is a solid foundation for the deep 
integration of 5G wireless network and AI (RAN+AI). 

Prior to this, 3GPP has already initiated its research on the need for better transmission of AI services in 5G systems. 
In Nov 2019, 3GPP SA1, the working group responsible for the research, approved the project “Study on Traffic 
Characteristics and Performance Requirements for AI/ML Model Transfer in 5GS” led by OPPO. The project studies 
ways to better support AI/ML (machine learning) services such as image recognition, speech recognition, robots 
and smart vehicles. Main application scenarios include split AI/ML operation, AI/ML data and model distribution 
and sharing, federated learning and distributed learning. 

As for 3GPP SA2, the working group responsible for network architecture, its main work about AI is to introduce 
the 5G Network Data Analytics Function (NWDAF). At the SA2 (#121) meeting in Apr 2017, the project “enabler of 
Network Automation for 5G” (eNA) led by Huawei was launched, giving a systematic review of 5G smart network 
architecture and application scenarios. At the SA2 (#133) meeting, the second stage of eNA was initiated, led by 
China Mobile and Huawei, in order to further enhance smart architecture, to expand application scenarios, and to 
support the comprehensive commercial deployment by major operators. The project has motivated the whole 
industry to think about and actively participate in areas from multiple-instance NWDAF deployment to distributed 
architecture. 

In addition, China’s IMT-2020 (5G) promotion group also established a task force for research on 5G and AI 
integration (hereinafter, the “task force”). The task force will systematically study and promote the integrated 
development of 5G and AI, facilitate the use of AI technologies in 5G, and strengthen 5G’s support for AI, so that 
the 5G network and applications will be more intelligent, efficient, coordinated and friendly. The successful 
establishment of the new 3GPP RAN project is due to the joint effort of members of the task force. In the future, 
the task force will carry out various research on topics such as the introduction of 5G network into AI, the support 
of the 5G network for AI algorithms and applications, and 5G in AI-enabled vertical industries, on the basis of 
multiple 3GPP projects, in order to promote the deep integration of 5G and AI. 

Original source: https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/LFviDUM1QTyuTCBsWdiMlw 
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MIIT: Support the Participation of International Enterprises in 
China’s 5G Development and Application 
#MIIT #5G 

The COVID-19 pandemic that has hit China for half a year has not slowed down the country’s progress in the 
construction of 5G networks. On 25 July 2020, during the “2020 China Internet Conference - 5G Ecological Forum”, 
Wen Ku, Director of MIIT’s Information and Communications Development Department, revealed that more than 
360,000 5G base stations had been established in China by the end of June 2020, with the number of 5G users 
exceeding 100 million. 

Nonetheless, although progressing rapidly, 5G is also facing various issues and challenges. These include, for 
instance, the lack of in-depth research on the integrated application of 5G in vertical industries, the lack of 
exploration of new business models, and the lack of core technology capacities. To address these problems, Wen 
Ku outlined three suggestions at the conference: 

1. Creation of an open 5G ecosystem 

In order to ensure the provision of internet services that are convenient, flexible, reliable and secure, and to 
promote the mutual development of networks and applications, it is vital to support basic telecommunication 
operators and improve 5G networks. Therefore, exchange and cooperation should be deepened among basic 
telecommunication operators, network equipment manufacturers, terminal manufacturers, system integrators and 
various vertical application industries, which can enable industry leaders and SMEs to complement each other and 
achieve synergistic development. Furthermore, China will continue to support the participation of international 
enterprises in its 5G development and application process, thus sharing its 5G achievements with the world and 
deepening openness and cooperation, ultimately leading to win-win benefits. 

2. Establishment of an innovative 5G ecosystem 

China should continue its efforts to build a policy environment supporting and stimulating innovation, and raise its 
capabilities for original innovation, with a particular focus on the forefront of 5G industrial development. This can 
be fostered through strengthened R&D and innovation of leading, critical and basic core technologies. At the same 
time, in order to meet the demand of 5G integrated application, China should also facilitate and promote the 
innovation of technology applications, such as the integration of 5G with AI and big data technologies. 

3. Ensuring a healthy 5G ecosystem 

On the one hand, China should ramp up its efforts in the research of 5G safety technologies and standards, with 
the aim to achieve breakthroughs especially on the safety side. It should also welcome international organisations 
such as ITU and 3GPP to play a positive role in (i) establishing an evaluation and certification system that earns 
global recognition and trust, and in (ii) launching unified safety certification standards. In this way, challenges in 5G 
safety technologies can be addressed organically. 

On the other hand, China should participate actively and thoroughly in the global 5G industrial chain, thus shaping 
a healthy ecosystem that features constructive interactions, collaborative research, openness and mutual benefits. 

These suggestions indicate that the Chinese government retains an open attitude towards 5G industrial 
development, and that it values positively international platforms such as ITU and 3GPP. 

In addition to Wen Ku’s keynote presentation, during the conference two white papers relating to the 5G industry 
were published: 

12.



SESEC IV China Standardisation Newsletter    |    June – July 2020 

 

17 Seconded European Standardization Expert in China (SESEC)  

 

 The White Paper on 5G Communications Development in 2020, published by the China Institute of 
Communications (CIC) and Tencent: it analyses the distribution of 5G users across China, and points out 
that, among various 5G applications, users focus more on new cultural and creative industries (games, 
video, etc.), and industrial Internet (the Internet of Vehicles, telemedicine, etc.). 

 The White Paper on the Network Architecture of 5G Industry Virtual Private Network, published by China 
Academy of Information and Communications Technology (CAICT) on behalf of the 5G Applications Industry 
Array (5GAIA) and the Alliance of Industrial Internet (AII): it introduces the background and information of 
5G industry VPN, as well as some practices and efforts by enterprises to explore VPN architecture. 

Original resource: 

http://www.ccsa.org.cn/detail/2972?title=%E9%97%BB%E5%BA%93%EF%BC%9A%E6%94%AF%E6%8C%81%E5%
9B%BD%E9%99%85%E4%BC%81%E4%B8%9A%E5%8F%82%E4%B8%8E%E6%88%91%E5%9B%BD5G%E5%BB%BA
%E8%AE%BE%E4%B8%8E%E5%BA%94%E7%94%A8%20%E6%89%93%E9%80%A05G%E5%81%A5%E5%BA%B7%E
7%94%9F%E6%80%81 
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IEC 60601 3rd Edition adopted in China 
#IEC 

International standards have always been an important source of China’s medical devices standards. In 1988, China 
began adopting the IEC 60601 serial standards to Chinese standards, ensuring the safety of medical electrical 
equipment sold in the Chinese market. These adopted standards are known as the GB 9701 serial standards in 
China. In the following years, China adopted the IEC 60601 standards successively.  

China started the adoption of IEC 60601 3rd Edition in 2012. This process lasted a very long time until the first batch 
of adopted standards were published in April 2020. 

The first four adopted standards released include: 

1. GB 9706.1-2020 Medical electrical equipment—Part 1: General requirements for basic safety and essential 
performance 

2. GB 9706.203-2020 Medical electrical equipment—Part 2-3: Particular requirements for the basic safety and 
essential performance of short-wave therapy equipment 

3. GB 9706.212-2020 Medical electrical equipment—Part 2-12: Particular requirements for basic safety and 
essential performance of critical care ventilators 

4. GB 9706.237-2020 Medical electrical equipment—Part 2-37: Particular requirements for the basic safety 
and essential performance of ultrasonic medical diagnostic and monitoring equipment 

These standards are planned to come into force in May 2023. 

GB 9706 serial standards play a pivotal role in maintaining the safety of all medical electrical products sold in the 
Chinese market. For each adoption, both the changes between the new and old versions and the modifications 
made from IEC standards will significantly impact the industry. 

13.
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In this round of adoption, 35 new GB 9706 standards are planned to be developed by adopting 35 corresponding 
IEC 60601 standards. As for the core standard, GB 9706.1-2020, which comes from IEC 60601.1:2012, the following 
changes have been made: 

In terms of differences between the new and old versions, the 2020 version puts forward more requirements on 
equipment’s basic performance, life expectancy, risk management, differentiated protection for operators and 
patients, testing methods for protection against electric shock, as well as fire prevention. 

In terms of the modifications from the IEC standard, the modifications mainly lie in the following three aspects. 

1. Coordination with other Chinese standards. GB 9706.1 references 40 Chinese standards instead of IEC 
standards, among which 10 standards are adopted from ISO and IEC standards with modifications. 

2. More requirements on power plugs, especially for AC networks. 
3. ISO 13854:2017 was referenced for determining the parameters of acceptable safety gaps. 

Apart from GB 9706.1-2020, there are 34 other supplementary and application-specific standards that will be used 
to support the implementation of GB 9706.1-2020 on specific products. However, absence of most of these 
supporting standards means GB 9706 serial standards still cannot be used as the evaluation standards for market 
access. According to an officer from NMPA/Medical Device Standards Management Centre, all standards of the 
standard series are expected to be published within one year. Considering that a transition period of three years 
for GB 9706 standards to be implemented has been determined, the later the supporting standards are released, 
the less time enterprises have to adjust their production. It is necessary to urge authorities to reconsider the 
transition period or release these standards as early as possible, so the industry has enough time to make 
corresponding adjustments. 

 
Transition Period for Mandatory Mask Standard GB 2626-2019 
Extended by SAC 
#Standard #SAC

The mandatory national standard GB 2626-2019 
Respiratory protection — Non-powered air-purifying 
particle respirator, published on 31 December 2019, 
initially allowed a transition period of six months. 
However, SAC has recently decided to extend the 
transition period until 1 July 2021, mainly for the 
purpose of providing more effective support to COVID-
19 prevention and control measures, and to ensure the 
stable supply of face masks. In line with the 
Administrative Measures for Mandatory National 
Standards, during the extended transition period, 
enterprises can follow either the previous GB 2626-
2006 or the new GB 2626-2019 at their own will, 
though qualified enterprises are encouraged to start 
organising their production according to the latter. 

China has long been criticised for not allowing 
transition periods to be sufficiently long to ensure the 
proper implementation of technical regulations, 
standards and certification. Cases like GB 2626 above 
for face masks, and CCC for explosion-proof electric 
apparatus, show that unreasonable transition periods 
are not only objectively hard to execute – thus creating 
a huge burden for enterprises – but also negatively 
affect emergency response. Therefore, we 
recommend that relevant agencies solicit public 
opinions in a more comprehensive manner and design 
reasonable transition period when developing such 
regulations, standards, or certification schemes, in 
order to ensure that they are science-based and 
reasonably. 
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NMPA Publishes the 2019 Annual Report on the Management of 
Standards for Medical Devices in China 
#Medical Devices #NMPA 

 
On 8 July 2020, the National Medical Products Administration (NMPA) published, on its official website, the 2019 
Annual Report on the Management of Standards for Medical Devices in China. Based on substantial statistics and 
data, the report provides a comprehensive review of the status of formulation, development and management of 
China’s standards for medical devices, as well as the establishment of related standardisation organisations, the 
achievements in international standardisation, and the disclosure of standard information. 
In particular, the report shares the following key points and figures: 

Medical Device Standards  
 Overall developments of 2019 
In 2019, 5 new national standards and 72 new sectoral standards were released for medical devices, while 
amendments were published for 3 existing sectoral standards. This brings the total of medical device standards 
currently existing in China to 1,671. 

 

At the same time, 99 of the medical device standard development and revision projects listed in the 13th Five-year 
Plan (2016-2020) were completed in 2019 – six of which being national standards, and the remaining being sectoral 
standards. This brings the total number of 13th Five-year Plan standardisation projects completed to 447 out of 
500 (89%). 
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 Steady growth of standards 
During the 10th Five-Year period (2001-2005), the 11th Five-Year period (2006-2010) and the 12th Five-Year period 
(2011-2015), China respectively formulated 292, 553 and 476 medical device standards. During the four years since 
the beginning of the 13th Five-year period (2016-2019) and with still one year left, the number of medical devices 
standards released has already exceeded previous figures: 561. This signals a steady growth of medical device 
standards in China, driven by the need to establish a medical device standard system that can meet and support 
the country’s rising demands for medical device regulation and industrial development. 
 

 
 

 More reasonable classification of standards 

By the end of 2019, among the existing effective medical device standards, there were 273 basic standards, 54 
management standards, 406 method standards and 938 product standards. 

 
 
This is reflected in a significant growth of basic standards and reduction of product standards on the total medical 
device standards in China, compared to the previous year. 
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 More comprehensive standard coverage 

Medical device standards cover various technical fields of medical devices, including medical electrical equipment, 
surgical devices, and surgical implants. 

According to the Chinese Classification for Standards (CCS), medical device standards mainly fall under the fields 
represented by codes between C30 and C49. In particular, C30 refers to comprehensive medical device standards, 
while the other codes mostly refer to specific product fields. The five fields that account for the highest proportion 
of the existing medical device standards are: C44 medical laboratory equipment (13.8%), C31 general and micro-
surgical devices (11.6%), C35 orthopedic devices (10.8%), C33 dental devices, equipment and materials (9.8%), and 
C43 medical ray equipment (9.1%). 
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If sorted according to the fields that different standardisation committees account for, the five fields with the 
highest number of standards are: medical electrical devices (339 standards, 20%), IVD (243, 15%), surgical implants 
(209, 13%), dental materials and devices (163, 10%), and infusion devices (148, 9%). Due to different specific 
requirements, the composition of standards in each management field may vary significantly: 
 In the fields of medical electrical equipment and anesthetic and respiratory devices, basic standards account 

for a relatively high proportion, both reaching 29%; 
 The fields of medical device standard management and quality management have the highest proportion of 

management standards – 100% and 85.7% respectively; 
 The highest proportion of method standards is found in the field of biological evaluation of medical devices, 

reaching 90.2%; 
 The highest proportion of product standards is found in the fields of family planning and IVD devices – 86.2% 

and 86% respectively. 
 

 
 Continued efforts to convert mandatory standards into recommended standards 
By the end of 2019, there were 395 mandatory standards for medical devices, 85 of which being national standards, 
and 310 being industry standards. In 2019, in order to follow the State Council’s decision to integrate and streamline 
mandatory standards, NMPA issued the Notice on the conversion of 40 mandatory sectoral standards for medical 
devices into recommended sectoral standards. Among the 40 converted standards, which include “Protective 
devices against diagnostic medical X-radiation — Part 1: Determination of attenuation properties of materials”, 23 
(57.5%) are product standards, 9 (22.5%) are basic standards, 7 (17.5%) are method standards, and 1 is 
management standard. 

Management of Medical Device Standards 
In 2019, NMPA issued three key documents to further refine the normative requirements of the medical device 
standard and regulation system: 
 Requirements for the Management of Medical Device Standardisation Work Archives (September, 

https://www.sohu.com/a/340348284_712054); 
 Key Points of Medical Device Standard Audit (not available for the public); 
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 Detailed Rules for Examination and Evaluation of Medical Device Standardisation Technical Committees (not 
available for the public); 

At the same time, NMPA also revised the Detailed Rules for the Verification of Medical Device Standards, and the 
Workflow for the Audit and Approval of Medical Device Standards. These documents form the formative foundation 
for China’s medical device standard system. 

Establishment of Medical Device Standardisation Organisations 
In recent years, China has made great efforts in organising and establishing standardisation committees for various 
emerging fields. The objective is to promote the development of the medical device standard system, and in 
particular standardisation activities in emerging technology fields and in medical device areas where China has 
strong competitiveness, such as AI medical devices and nano medical devices. 
In 2019, two sub-TCs were approved and established by SAC, namely: 
 Active Implants Subcommittee of the National TC for Surgical Implants and Orthopaedic Devices (SAC/TC 

110/SC4); 
 Biological Evaluation of Nano Medical Devices Subcommittee of the National TC for the Biological Evaluation 

of Medical Devices (SAC/TC 248/SC1). 
Three management units were approved, responsible for medical electroacoustic equipment, the medical additive 
manufacturing technology and AI medical devices. 
Over 40 years of development since the establishment of the first TC for medical devices in 1980, the number of 
medical device standardisation committees in China has gradually increased to 32, thus constantly expanding the 
scope of medical device standardisation work. 
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International standardisation work 
 Constantly growing alignment between Chinese and international standards 
According to statistics, by the end of 2019, the total number of international standards (ISO and IEC standards) for 
medical devices requiring conversion by China accounted to 670. Among these, 28 were new international 
standards issued in 2019, while 582 had already been converted or were in the process of being converted by China. 
If we exclude the 28 newly-released standards in 2019, therefore, China’s conversion rate of international medical 
device standards exceeded 90%. 
 Strengthened communication with ANSI 
NMPA organised various China-US seminars on medical device standard systems to further grasp the latest trends 
of medical device standardisation abroad. 

Disclosure of Information on Standards 
 Increased disclosure of information on standards 
The texts of medical device standards are disclosed on the official website of the Medical Device Standard 
Management Centre of NMPA. According to the annual report, the catalogue of sectoral medical device standards 
and the texts of mandatory medical device sectoral standards were fully disclosed. Furthermore, in 2019 the texts 
of the first batch of 636 recommended medical device sectoral standards without adopting international standards 
were made public, accounting to an 87% disclosure rate. 
 Increased disclosure of information on standard formulation and revision 
In order to increase the disclosure of information on standard formulation and revision, and to implement the 
requirements stipulated in the Management Specifications for Medical Device Standards Formulation and Revision, 
in 2019 NMPA made effort in the following three areas: 
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 Expansion of the sources of standardisation projects: NMPA opened to the public the application portal for 
medical device standardisation project proposals (on the official website of its Medical Device Standard 
Management Centre), encouraging relevant companies, organisations and individuals to submit 
standardisation project proposals; 

 Extensive solicitation of opinions on standards: in line with the requirements of the Administrative Measures 
for Medical Device Standards, in 2019 NMPA published for public comments a total of 157 medical device 
standardisation projects and 136 standard drafts; 

 Exploration of standard feedback mechanisms and establishment of public communication platforms: the 
public can consult about medical device standards-related issues, and contribute their opinions and 
suggestions through the information platform, where specialized personnel are ready to offer timely response. 

For the original text of the report, visit: http://www.nmpa.gov.cn/WS04/CL2176/378608.html 

 

 

 

 
New Developments of Communication Standards: 19 National 
Standards Published, and 94 Sectoral Standard Projects Launched 
#Communication Industry #Standard

 

SAMR/SAC published, in the No. 8 and No. 14 Notice of 
2020, 19 recommended national standards in the field 
of communications. Specifically: 

 Three information security standards, focusing 
on broadband security technology and testing 
methods, which will come into effect from 1 
November 2020; 

 Sixteen technology standards covering optical 
communication, IPTV and communication 
power supply, which will come into effect from 
1 January 2021. 

China’s communication standards are mostly 
comprised of sectoral standards. In fact, the number of 
national communication standards, which before 
these new announcements had only accounted to 36 
standards published by SAC, remains seriously 
inadequate if compared with over 2,700 sectoral 
standards. Therefore, the publication of 19 new 
national standards – together with other 200 
standards currently under development – can be seen 
as an attempt and effort by SAC to address the issue 

by significantly expanding the scale of national 
communication standards. 

Different from SAC, MIIT has been supplying the 
majority of sectoral standards for the communication 
industry. On 12 June 2020, MIIT announced the Plan 
for the Development and Revision of the First Batch of 
Sectoral Standards in 2020, which lists 94 sectoral 
standard-development and revision projects for the 
communication industry. Most of these standards are 
new, including fourteen 5G and next-generation 
mobile communication standards, five artificial 
intelligence standards, 22 industrial internet standards, 
eight IPv6 and next-generation internet standards, 
nine communication technology integration standards, 
21 internet data security standards, and ten future 
network standards. These standardisation projects 
show how sectoral standards still play a dominant role 
in the communication field. 

For more information, please visit 

http://www.ccsa.org.cn/detail/2482?title=%E5%9B%
BD%E6%A0%87%E5%A7%94%E6%89%B9%E5%87%86
%E5%8F%91%E5%B8%833%E9%A1%B9%E9%80%9A

16.
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%E4%BF%A1%E8%A1%8C%E4%B8%9A%E6%8E%A8%
E8%8D%90%E6%80%A7%E5%9B%BD%E5%AE%B6%E
6%A0%87%E5%87%86 

http://www.ccsa.org.cn/detail/2484?title=%E5%9B%
BD%E6%A0%87%E5%A7%94%E6%89%B9%E5%87%86
%E5%8F%91%E5%B8%8316%E9%A1%B9%E9%80%9A
%E4%BF%A1%E8%A1%8C%E4%B8%9A%E6%8E%A8%

E8%8D%90%E6%80%A7%E5%9B%BD%E5%AE%B6%E
6%A0%87%E5%87%86 

http://www.ccsa.org.cn/detail/2490?title=%E5%B7%
A5%E4%BF%A1%E9%83%A8%E4%B8%8B%E8%BE%BE
94%E9%A1%B9%E9%80%9A%E4%BF%A1%E8%A1%8
C%E4%B8%9A%E6%A0%87%E5%87%86%E5%88%B6
%E4%BF%AE%E8%AE%A2%E8%AE%A1%E5%88%92 

 

 
 

MIIT: 2020 Work Plan for the Industrial Internet Special Working 
Group 
#MIIT #Internet 

 

On 30 June 2020, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) published the 2020 Work Plan for the 
Industrial Internet Special Working Group. It outlines the main tasks and goals in the development of industrial 
internet, as well as corresponding leading departments and deadlines for delivery. The work plan fully takes into 
account infrastructure, identifier resolution systems, platforms, core technical standards, new business models and 
forms, industrial ecology, security assurance, opening and cooperation, and policy implementation. 

The following tasks and corresponding objectives relate to standardisation: 

Key Task Specific Measure Annual goal Deadline Leading department 

Establishment 
of the 

industrial 
internet 
standard 
system 

Facilitate the work 
of the National 

Industrial Internet 
Standard 

Coordination and 
Promotion Group, 

the General Group, 
and the Expert 
Consultation 

Group. 

Create a mechanism where 
standard systems are 

developed through the joint 
efforts of standardisation 

authorities, research 
institutions and enterprises. 

Dec 2020 

MIIT (Department of Science 
and Technology; Bureau of 

Telecommunication 
Administration; Department 

of Telecommunication 
Development) 

Carry out the 
development of 
both generic and 
urgently needed 
standards, taking 
into account the 

development 
needs of the 

industry. 

Implement the Guidelines 
on the Establishment of the 

Industrial Internet 
Comprehensive 

Standardisation System; 

Facilitate the launch and 
publication of standards 

covering networks, 
platforms, security and 

other aspects of the 

Dec 2020 

MIIT (Department of Science 
and Technology; Bureau of 

Telecommunication 
Administration; Department 

of Telecommunication 
Development; Bureau of 

Internet Security) 

SAMR (Department of 
Standard Technology 

Administration) 

17.
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industrial internet; 
development of at least 10 

relevant standards. 

According to the Notice on the Establishment of the National Industrial Internet Standard Coordination and 
Promotion Group, the General Group and the Expert Consultation Group, published in December 2019 by MIIT, the 
General Group is launched to carry out standardisation work in industrial internet under the guidance of the 
Coordination and Promotion Group who maps out overall plans, and the Expert Consultation Group who provides 
technical suggestions. The main tasks of the General Group are to: 

 Receive guidance and instructions from the Coordination and Promotion Group; 
 Conduct research on the needs for industrial internet standardisation; 
 Develop plans, systems and policy measures for China’s industrial internet standardisation; 
 Coordinate the development, revision and technical management of industrial internet standards; 
 Promote cross-industry and cross-sector development of standards; 
 Carry out work as entrusted, such as standard testing and verification, standard promotion and personnel 

training; 
 Organise and participate in international industrial internet standardisation work. 

On 22 May 2020, the preparatory meeting of the General Group was held in Beijing, during which members 
discussed the group’s statute and work plan for 2020. The establishment of the General Group, together with that 
of the Coordination and Promotion Group and of the Expert Consultation Group, will directly address the current 
fragmentation of the industrial internet standardisation system: they aim to overcome issues such as repetitions, 
overlaps and contradictions, and to provide a clearer picture to other parties of China’s developments in industrial 
internet standardisation. 

Background 

During a meeting in February 2018, the National Leading Group for the Upgrading of the Country's Manufacturing 
Sector decided to establish a subordinate Special Working Group for Industrial Internet. The purpose of the Special 
Working Group is to contribute to the implementation of the State Council’s Guidelines on Deepening “Internet 
Plus Advanced Manufacturing” and Developing the Industrial Internet, and specifically to promote the innovation 
and development of the industrial internet, as well as to facilitate overall planning and policy coordination. Through 
these efforts, industrial internet has been raised to the level of national strategy. 

The members of the Special Working Group are officials from various ministries. The group has a permanent office, 
located within MIIT to conduct daily management work. 
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18 Green Factory Association Standards for the Electronic Industry 
Published by CESA 
#Green # CESA 

On 19 June 2020, the China Electronic Standardization Association (CESA) published 18 green factory association 
standards to support the energy saving and comprehensive utilisation standard system, and the green factory 
standard system. The newly-published standards set evaluation requirements for the green manufacturing of 
various products, including microcomputers, televisions, printers and multifunctional printers, LCD panels, lithium-
ion power batteries, glass substrates, uninterrupted power supply (UPS), flash memory, light emitting diodes (LED) 
and projectors. 

Evaluation requirements are a consistent part of the green factory standard system, which was proposed in 
September 2016 by MIIT, in the Guidelines on the Construction of the Green Manufacturing Standard System. The 
Guidelines position the green factory standard system as the subsystem of the green manufacturing standard 
system; it is composed by three levels of standards: 

 Top-level design, which refers to the national standard GB/T 36132-2018 General Principles for Green 
Factory Evaluation; 

 Industrial guidelines, for which various sectoral standards have been developed, including SJ/T 11744-2019 
Specification for Assessment of Green Factory in Electronic Information products manufacturing; and 

 Product manufacturing evaluation rules and requirements, for which many association standards have 
been developed mainly to support the implementation of the industrial guidelines. The 18 newly-published 
association standards belong to this level. 

Under the framework of GB/T 36132-2018 General Principles for Green Factory Evaluation and SJ/T 11744-2019 
Specification for Assessment of Green Factory in Electronic Information products manufacturing, the new standards 
stipulate the property indices for the evaluation of green factories in the electronic industry; specify the 
requirements for infrastructure, management systems, energy and resource inputs, products, environmental 
emissions and green performance; and clarify evaluation methods. The new standards constitute the foundation 
of standards for building green factories in the electronic industry. 

The new standards system will further improve 5G standards to meet the needs of R&D and production of 5G 
equipment and products, and promote the construction of new 5G infrastructure and the innovative development 
of integrated 5G industry applications. 
 

 

 Drafting Instructions for the Energy Law of the People’s Republic of 
China (Call for Comments) 
#Energy Law 

18.

19.
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The National Development and Reform Commission 
and the National Energy Administration revised the 
draft of the Energy Law of the People’s Republic of 
China (Draft for Examination) to form the new Energy 
Law of the People's Republic of China (Exposure Draft). 

1. The necessity of enacting the Energy Law 

Energy development in the new era plays an important 
role in supporting and driving the transformation of 
the social production lifestyle and the construction of 
a modern economic system. But in China, there has 
been a long lack of basic laws for energy. The Energy 
Law will be enacted due to the following reasons: 

First, the urgent need to advance the new energy 
security strategy of China. Facing the new situation of 
energy development, the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China put forward the new 
strategy. Besides, the Fourth Plenary Session of the 
19th Central Committee of the CPC also claimed to 
promote the energy revolution and build a clean, low-
carbon, safe and efficient energy system. After that, 
the Energy Production and Consumption Revolution 
Strategy (2016-2030), the 13th Five-Year Plan for 
Energy Development and 14 special energy plans have 
been issued by the State Council. But, the direction, 
target and top-level design of China’s energy 
development and reform still need to be clearly 
defined in the law to ensure the stability of the energy 
development direction and basic system. 

Second, the urgent need to promote high-quality 
energy development. 

Third, the urgent need to promote the modernization 
of energy governance systems and capacity. 

2. The main legal system to be established 

The legal system to be established will mainly: 

 Guide energy development and utilization 
activities, promote clean and low-carbon 

development of energy through strategy and 
planning; 

 Scientifically promote energy development 
and energy infrastructure construction, and 
improve energy supply capacity; 

 Improve the universal energy service 
mechanism guided by the need to ensure 
people’s daily energy use; 

 Comprehensively promote the drive of 
scientific and technological innovation, 
improve the level of energy standardization, 
and accelerate the progress of energy 
technology; 

 Support the reform of the energy system and 
mechanism, and comprehensively promote 
the marketization of energy; 

 Establish an energy reserve system, 
strengthen emergency capacity building and 
ensure energy security; 

 Strengthen the supervision and management 
of energy development and utilization, 
improve the supervision system, and 
modernize the energy governance system and 
capacity. 

3. Drafting process 

Since 2017, under the guidance of the former 
Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council and the 
Ministry of Justice, the National Development and 
Reform Commission and the National Energy 
Administration have set up an expert group to conduct 
in-depth research. The revised version of the Energy 
Law of the People’s Republic of China (Draft for 
Examination) has been further improved and is now an 
exposure draft. 

For the Chinese version of the Energy Law of China, 
please see: http://www.gov.cn/ziliao/flfg/2007-
10/28/content_788493.htm 

 

 

Foreign Language Versions of Two Energy Efficiency National 
Standards Approved 
#Energy Efficiency 

20.
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On 5 June 2020, SAC/TC20 held a meeting to review the foreign language versions of two mandatory national 
standards targeting air conditioners, low ambient temperature air source heat pump fan motors, and air cleaners. 
Specifically: 

 GB 21455-2019 Minimum allowable values of the energy efficiency and energy efficiency grades for room 
air conditioners; and 

 GB 36893-2018 Minimum allowable values of the energy efficiency and energy efficiency grades for air 
cleaners. 

The experts participating in the review agreed and approved unanimously the foreign language versions. 

The China National Institute of Standardisation (CNIS) was responsible for the translation. This is the first time that 
China publishes a foreign language version of mandatory energy efficiency standards. Mandatory energy efficiency 
standards stipulate the minimum energy efficiency requirements that energy-using products and equipment need 
to meet in order to be sold on the Chinese market. Currently, 83 countries and regions, including the European 
Union, the US, Japan and Australia, have developed and adopted mandatory energy efficiency standards. 

China is the world’s biggest manufacturing base of household air conditioners. The energy consumption of air 
conditioners and other cooling equipment is growing rapidly, together with that derived from air cleaners which 
are becoming increasingly common in people’s homes in line with stronger awareness of atmospheric pollution. As 
a result, Chinese energy efficiency standards of air conditioners and air cleaners are receiving growing attention 
both within China and from abroad. The translation and publication of versions in foreign languages, therefore, 
constitutes a solid action aimed at deepening the international understanding of Chinese standards. 

As the two standards were developed entirely within China, in certain areas there may be differences compared to 
international standards. European stakeholders should therefore take this chance to compare Chinese standards 
with their international counterparts, in order to adopt the right strategies to deal with risks caused by the 
differences. 

 
 
Five New Green Evaluation Standards for Communication Devices 
under Development 
#Green Evaluation #Communication 

 

On 5 July 2020, during its 31st meeting CCSA/ST2 approved the drafts for comments of five new green design 
standards for various communication devices, including: fixed-line telephones; routers; outdoor machine rooms 
and cabinets; communication power supply; and communication wiring devices. These standards will require 
enterprises to systematically take into account the resources and the environmental implications throughout the 
entire processes of product design and development, from the selection of raw materials, product production, sales, 
usage, recycling to disposal. They aim to drive enterprises to better fulfil their social responsibility by minimising 
resource consumption, using as few as possible hazardous raw materials, and reducing the impact of products on 
the environment and on people’s health. 

These standards could be adopted by MIIT to support its Green Products Evaluation System – first proposed in 2016 
in MIIT’s Notice on Establishing the Green Manufacturing System, which triggered the development of a large set 
of green standards. Specifically, the Green Manufacturing System will be built in four main fields, namely: green 
factories, green products, green parks, and green supply chains; for each field, a standard and evaluation system 
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will be developed, preliminarily by 2020. With respect to green products, the evaluation system proposed by MIIT 
shall include at least 100 standards in various key sectors; to date, 91 standards have been included, including two 
horizontal national standards and 89 product-specific association standards across different sectors. In the specific 
case of the communication sector, nine CCSA association standards have been adopted, covering optical network 
terminals, Ethernet switches, mobile communication terminals, wearable wireless telecommunication devices, 
servers, video conference devices, communication cables and optical fibre cables. 

On one hand, the five new green evaluation standards currently under development will further expand the 
coverage of the green products evaluation system in the communication sector, thus contributing to the 
completion of the entire Green Manufacturing System. On the other hand, they could exert significant impact on 
the market competition, because government-led systems are often used to support government policies, tenders, 
procurement, or other similar procedures. European stakeholders are advised to keep tracking or participating in 
the development of these standards. 

http://www.ccsa.org.cn/detail/2651?title=%E6%96%B0%E4%B8%80%E6%89%B9%E7%BB%BF%E8%89%B2%E8%
AE%BE%E8%AE%A1%E6%A0%87%E5%87%86%E5%90%AF%E5%8A%A8%20%20%20ST2%E5%8F%AC%E5%BC%80
%E7%AC%AC31%E6%AC%A1%E4%BC%9A%E8%AE%AE 

List of green design product standards (updated on 1 Aug 2019) 

http://www.miit.gov.cn/n1146285/n1146352/n3054355/n3057542/n5920352/c7251483/content.html?&tsrrrkn
qntl 

MIIT general office’s Notice on Establishing the Green Manufacturing Standard System 

http://www.miit.gov.cn/n1146285/n1146352/n3054355/n3057542/n3057544/c5258400/content.html 

 

Energy Efficiency Standards are at the Foundation of China’s Energy 
Conservation System 
#Energy Efficiency #Standard 

 

Energy efficiency standards in China have been implemented for over three decades, since the release of the first 
nine product energy efficiency standards in 1989. They have now become a key component of energy conservation 
policy, thanks to their positive role in facilitating the green transformation and the high-quality development of 
industries, and in improving the technical level of products. They also have one of the highest input-output ratios. 

Currently, China has 73 energy efficiency standards and 111 standards for energy consumption quotas in effect; 
together, these account for over half of the total national energy conservation standards. The standards target 
major energy-consuming products and equipment – including household appliances, industrial equipment and 
lighting products – and span across key energy-intensive industries such as thermal power, steel and building 
materials. Energy efficiency standards are at the foundation of various policy measures and tools in China, such as 
the national energy label system, the government procurement of energy-saving products, and the preferential 
income tax for enterprises purchasing and adopting energy-saving products; at the same time, they also provide 
the key technical basis on which the government carries out administrative management in energy conservation. 

In China, energy efficiency standards are mostly developed by the China National Institute of Standardization (CNIS). 
CNIS is a key player driving the revision and development of national energy efficiency standards in China, as well 
as the establishment of the entire energy efficiency standard system; it hosts the Secretariat of the National TC 20 
on Energy Fundamentals and Management of the Standardization Administration of China, and also the secretariats 
of multiple international standardisation TCs such as ISO/TC 301 for energy management and energy savings, and 
ISO/TC 207/SC 7 for greenhouse gas management. According to its work plan, CNIS’ next priorities in energy 
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efficiency standardisation are to expand the coverage of standards, and to closely monitor the demand and needs 
for higher energy efficiency in emerging areas like data centres and cold-chain logistics. The aim is to contribute to 
the global leadership of China’s energy efficiency standards in refrigeration. 

 

Overview of China’s Energy Conservation Policies and Measures 
#Energy Conservation 
 

China is constantly exploring new ways 
and paths for energy conservation in order to achieve 
green development. Over the past few years, 
numerous energy conservation policies and measures 
have been formulated and implemented at all levels 
throughout the country, promoting energy 
conservation in a variety of fields such as industry, 
construction, transportation, public institutions and 
residential buildings. 

China’s energy conservation policies and measures 
mainly focus on seven aspects: (i) improving overall 
planning and target management; (ii) improving laws, 
regulations and standard systems; (iii) raising public 
awareness and organising the National Energy 
Conservation Week; (iv) promoting policy and market 
mechanisms; (v) facilitating R&D and dissemination of 
technologies; (vi) improving the management of key 
energy users; and (vii) participating in international 
energy efficiency cooperation. 

1. Improving overall planning and target 
management 

Since the 11th Five-year Plan (2006-2010), China has 
set up clear national targets for energy conservation to 
be achieved over each Five-year period. For instance, 
for the 13th Five-year Plan, the overall targets for 
energy conservation include a 15% drop by 2020 in 
national energy consumption per 10,000 CNY of GDP 
compared with 2015, and less than 5 billion tons of 
standard coal of total energy consumption. It has also 
made significant efforts to improve overall work 
management and planning by formulating the Energy 
Conservation and Emission Reduction Comprehensive 
Work Plan, which allocates detailed tasks to specific 
levels, regions, sectors and key energy users, and 
introduced a Target Responsibility Evaluation 
mechanism to evaluate the work of all levels of 
government and key energy users. 

2. Improving laws, regulations and standard 
systems 

In China, the major national law for energy 
conservation is the Energy Conservation Law, which 

was first enacted in November 1997, and then 
reviewed in 2007, 2016 and 2018. The Law stipulates 
the overall principles for energy conservation in areas 
including industry, construction, transportation, public 
institutions and key energy users. A series of 
supporting regulations have also been formulated 
and/or reviewed by the central government to 
facilitate the implementation of the Law, including: the 
formulation and revision of the Administrative 
Measures for Energy Efficiency Labels and the 
Administrative Measures for Energy Conservation of 
Key Energy Users; and the formulation of the 
Measures for Energy Conservation Supervision and the 
Measures for Energy Conservation Review of Fixed 
Asset Investment Projects. 

As for China’s energy conservation standard system, 
there currently exist 340 national standards – 200 of 
which are mandatory – covering all key sectors and 
facilities. Standardisation efforts continue to be made 
in order to support and meet the growing demand for 
energy conservation: for instance, the development of 
standards for energy conservation is listed among the 
key priorities of MIIT’s Key Work Points for the 
Standardisation of Industry and Communication 
Technology in 2020. 

3. Raising public awareness and organising the 
National Energy Conservation Week 

 Organisation of ten energy conservation 
campaigns 

In 2008, The State Council announced ten energy 
conservation campaigns to increase public awareness 
of energy conservation: 

 Experience energy shortage; 

 Drive one less day per week; 

 Restrict indoor temperature and reduce the 
use of elevators; 

 Restrict the use of streetlight and landscape 
lighting; 

 Use energy conservation products; 
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 Use environment-friendly products; 

 Reduce the use of disposable items; 

 Wear casual clothes during official businesses 
in summer; 

 Foster energy conservation habits; 

 Promote energy conservation policies. 

These campaigns have been implemented successfully 
throughout the decade, and some have even become 
integral part of the daily lives of Chinese people. 

 National Energy Conservation Week 

The National Energy Conservation Week was created 
in 1990 during the sixth meeting of the State Council’s 
energy conservation office, with the objective to raise 
public awareness of energy conservation. Since 1991, 
the activity has been held every year, gradually 
growing into a flagship nationwide campaign 
organised by 14 national ministries, including NDRC, 
the Ministry of Ecology and Environment, the Ministry 
of Education, MIIT, etc. For each annual edition of the 
Energy Conservation Week, a specific theme is chosen 
that best serves the need at the time for energy 
conservation, with various activities held nationwide. 

In 2020, the 30th National Energy Conservation Week 
was held from 29 June to 5 July, with the main theme 
being “save energy and increase efficiency for lucid 
waters and lush mountains”. Numerous activities were 
organised to showcase and disseminate energy 
conservation concepts, knowledge, products and 
technologies, and to promote public energy 
conservation and consumption of green products. 

4. Promoting policy and market mechanisms 

 Market mechanisms 

In China, market mechanisms have constantly been 
improved to provide more effective support to energy 
conservation. Policies and measures in this regard 
include: 

 Favouring price, tax and financing policies 
supporting energy conservation, e.g.: the 
introduction of a price-based resource tax on 
coal; the transformation of environmental 
protection fees into taxes; differential and 
punitive electricity prices; tiered pricing for 
electricity for energy-intensive industries and 
enterprises; etc.; 

 Establishment of certification systems for 
energy conservation products, such as the 
Energy Conservation Certification; 

 Launch of the Energy Efficiency “Top Runner” 
Program, under which detailed lists of energy-
efficient products, enterprises and public 
institutions are selected and published to 
represent key benchmarks for energy 
conservation, and to incentivise others to 
follow; 

 Reimbursable use of energy rights and pilot 
energy right trading; 

 Energy Performance Contracting (EPC) model, 
an investment model by which the cost of 
energy conservation projects can be 
reimbursed by saved energy costs. 

 Government tax relief and financial support 

In China, government tax relief and financial support 
has always played a vital role to stimulate individuals 
and enterprises to reduce the use of energy. The 
following policies and measures have been 
implemented in this regard by the Chinese 
government: 

 Preferential VAT policies, such as VAT 
exemptions or refunds; 

 Corporate Income Tax (CIT) incentives, such as 
CIT deduction for special equipment for 
energy and water conservation, and CIT reliefs 
for energy and water conservation projects, 
EPC projects, and the Clean Development 
Fund; 

 Individual Income Tax incentives, such as 
Individual Income Tax exemptions for energy 
conservation awards; 

 Vehicle and boat tax incentives, such as vehicle 
and boat tax exemptions and deduction for 
electric vehicles, fuel cell vehicles and new 
energy vehicles; 

 Interim Measures on Special Management of 
the Central Budgetary Investment in Ecological 
Development, which specifies the central 
government’s financial support for major 
projects in resource conservation and cyclic 
utilisation, environmental pollution control, 
and the energy conservation and 
environmental protection industry. 
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5. Promoting R&D and dissemination of 
technologies 

In order to provide a technological foundation for 
China’s energy conservation efforts, numerous policies 
and measures have been formulated and widely 
adopted to encourage the R&D and dissemination of 
energy conservation technologies. Some examples 
include: 

 R&D: organisation and execution of 
commercialisation/industrialisation projects 
for key energy conservation technologies; 
facilitation of R&D and 
commercialisation/industrialisation of 
emerging energy conservation technologies 
and equipment; and promotion of the 
integrated application of energy conservation 
systems. 

 Dissemination: establishment of a market-
oriented green technology innovation system; 
collection from the public of proposals for 
advanced green technologies; appraisement 
and selection of the first batch of green 
technologies; and facilitation of R&D, transfer 
and promotion of green technologies in 
response to market demands. 

Relevant policy documents recently issued by the 
National Development and Reform Commission 
include: 

 The Green Industry Guidance Catalogue (2019 
edition), in February 2019; 

 The Guiding Opinions on Establishing of a 
Market-oriented Green Technology 
Innovation System, in April 2019； 

 The Notice on the Organisation of Green 
Technology Recommendation, in June 2020; 
and 

 The Notice on the Establishment of the Green 
Industry Demonstration Base, in July 2020. 

It is also noteworthy that after China joined the 
Mission Innovation initiative in 2015, a global initiative 
of 24 countries and the European Commission working 
to reinvigorate and accelerate global clean energy 
innovation, China committed to double its investment 
in clean energy research and innovation by 2020. To 
this end, it has significantly supported R&D investment 
in clean energy through National Key R&D 
Programmes (also called Megaprojects). Fifteen out of 
64 currently-existing National Key R&D Programmes 

(NKPs) are dedicated (fully or partially) to R&D in clean 
energy, including projects for new energy vehicles, 
highly-efficient development and utilisation of water 
resources, magnetic confinement fusion, smart power 
grid technologies and green building. 

6. Improving the management of key energy 
users 

The management of key energy users is of great 
significance for raising overall energy efficiency and for 
controlling energy consumption levels. In this regard, 
a series of policies and measures have been rolled out 
by China, including: 

 Identification and mapping of key energy users; 

 Allocation to specific key energy users of 
“double control” targets, i.e. control of both 
quantity and intensity of total energy 
consumption; 

 Promotion of a voluntary commitment system 
calling for energy users to participate 
voluntarily and meet certain energy 
conservation requirements. The list of 
enterprises who have fulfilled the 
commitment will be disclosed publicly; 

 Requirement for key energy users to submit 
periodic reports on energy consumption; 

 Appointment of responsible person for energy 
management in key energy users; 

 Establishment of an online energy 
consumption monitoring system for key 
energy users. 

7. Participating in international energy efficiency 
cooperation 

China has become increasingly active in international 
energy efficiency cooperation. A flagship initiative is 
the G20 Energy Efficiency Leading Programme (EELP) 
approved in 2016 during the G20 Hangzhou Summit. 
The programme, which is mainly led by the Chinese 
government, outlines long-term targets, cooperation 
principles and fields, as well as implementation 
mechanisms for energy conservation in all G20 
countries. The key priority fields listed in the 
programme include: means of transportation 
(especially heavy trucks); interconnected equipment; 
energy efficiency financing; construction; energy 
management; power generation and super-efficient 
equipment; TOPTENs (top ten energy efficiency 
technologies and top ten implementations); regional 
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energy systems; frameworks for sharing energy 
efficiency knowledge; terminal energy consumption 
data; and measurement of energy efficiency. The 
programme reflects China’s “go global” policy as well 
as its growing influence in international cooperation 
on energy efficiency. 

In addition, since China’s participation in the Mission 
Innovation initiative from 2015, China has been a very 
active player in international cooperation on clean 
energy research. The two main channels through 
which the Chinese government supports international 
cooperation in clean energy research are 
intergovernmental cooperation NKPs which open to 
universities, research institutes and enterprises, and 
the establishment of joint research partnerships or 

facilities between Chinese public institutions and 
foreign governments or institutions. 

In conclusion, China has formulated and implemented, 
at all levels, a wide range of energy conservation 
policies and measures. These represent a solid proof of 
China’s determination and commitment to shift 
towards a green country. Such efforts are expected to 
be continued and even intensified in the future to 
achieve more ambitious energy conservation targets, 
a stricter Target Responsibility Evaluation mechanism, 
to substantially improve energy conservation in key 
fields, and to divulgate and raise more widely energy 
conservation awareness. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CNCA Clarifies the Scope of the Explosion-proof Products Subject to 
CCC 
#CCC #CNCA 

 

To help stakeholders identify if their products are subject to the China Compulsory Certification (CCC) in the Chinese 
market, SAMR/CNCA will, every serval years, issue the Table for Describing and Defining the Products Subject to 
CCC (the latest version was released in April 2020, hereinafter, the “2020 Table”), indicating the characteristics that 
different categories of products within the CCC scope should have. However, in practice, enterprises might still not 
be able to clearly determine whether their products should apply for CCC or how to apply for CCC, especially for 
the products that are partially in line with the description of a certain product category in the Table or have 
characteristics across different product categories in the Table. This problem is particularly notable for products 
that have been newly added to the CCC scope, like explosion-proof electrical and electronic products. 

To address the problem, CNCA issued an announcement on June 8, 2020, further clarifying the boundary of 
explosion-proof electrical and electronic products subject to the CCC. The main contents of the announcement are 
as follows. 

 Electrical and electronic products used in explosive environments shall be excluded from the CCC if they 
are not in line with the description for the explosion-proof electrical and electronic products in the 2020 
Table, no matter whether or not they have functions or purposes of other electrical and electronics 
products presented in the 2020 Table. 

24.
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 The CCC Implementation Rules for Explosion-proof Products, instead of any other CCC implementation 
rules, applies to explosion-proof electrical and electronic products conforming to the description given by 
the 2020 Table for explosion-proof electrical and electronic products, regardless of whether these products 
have functions or purposes defined by the 2020 Table for other electrical and electronic products. 

 The CCC certificates which do not comply with the abovementioned rules shall be cancelled immediately. 

The announcement further clarifies the scope of CCC for explosion-proof electrical and electronic products, 
increases the transparency and fairness of the CCC system, and reduces market access obstacles for stakeholders. 
It is a commendable progress in the CCC reform. 

Explosion-proof electrical and electronic products were included in the CCC scheme on October 1, 2019, and 
relevant products will be prohibited from being sold, imported, or used in the Chinese market if they do not have 
the CCC mark after October 1, 2020. Such a short transition period along with the COVID-19 outbreak make this 
task almost impossible, and postponement for the deadline seems inevitable. In addition, to facilitate the CCC 
businesses during the COVID-19 outbreak, “certification bodies may take appropriate assessment measures to issue 
certificates first, and supplement necessary tests and inspections after the epidemic period”, a CNCA officer said. 

 
Network Access Licenses issued by MIIT 
#Network Access #MIIT 

On 9 June 2020, the Ministry of Industry 
and Information Technology (MIIT) published the list 
of telecommunication equipment which were issued 
network access licenses during May 2020. 

China’s network access license system applies to 
telecommunication terminal equipment and to radio 
communication equipment that is connected to the 
public telecommunication network; as well as to 
telecommunication equipment that involves 
interconnection between networks. Equipment under 
the system must receive MIIT’s license in order to be 
able to access to the public telecommunication 
network or to be sold in China. For new 
telecommunication equipment with no corresponding 
national or sectoral standards, a trial approval 
document can be released after inspection and 
examination, which will need to be converted in the 
official network access license once corresponding 
national and sectoral standards are published. 

The list features a total of 398 pieces of equipment 
that received network access license in May 2020, 49 
of which belonging to foreign enterprises – including 
Apple, Cisco Systems, Ale International and HMD 
Global. The percentage of newly-licensed equipment 
from foreign enterprises was slightly higher in May 
2020 compared to the previous month, but still at 
around 10% of the total (in April 2020, 57 out of 556 
newly-licensed equipment belonged to foreign 
enterprises). Although openness has become an 
important trend of China’s telecommunication 
development, efforts still need to be significantly 
scaled up. 

It is also noteworthy that the vast majority of newly-
licensed equipment in May 2020 involving core 
technologies, such as 5G base stations and 5G mobile 
phones, belonged to domestic companies. 

 

 

  

25.



SESEC IV China Standardisation Newsletter    |    June – July 2020 

 

38 Seconded European Standardization Expert in China (SESEC)  

 

 
 

NPC Standing Committee’s 2020 Legislative Work Plan 
#Legislation 
 

In June 2020, the NPC Standing Committee's 2020 Legislative Work Plan was approved by the 44th meeting of 
chairmen of the Standing Committee of the 13th National People's Congress. In the process of formulating the 
legislative plan, the formulating agency took into account the requirements of the legislative plan of the 13th NPC 
Standing Committee and the revision of the law on public health legislation, and connected the legislative plan with 
the work points and plans of relevant central authorities. At the same time, the first draft of China's Civil Code and 
the draft decision on establishing and improving the legal system and enforcement mechanism for safeguarding 
the national security of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region, were submitted to the National People's 
Congress for deliberation. The 2020 law review work is arranged as follows: 

Legal drafts under review (12 cases) 

1. Civil Code (adopted) 
2. Law on the Prevention and Control of Environmental Pollution by Solid Waste (Revised) (adopted) 
3. Biosafety Law (April) 
4. Public Officials' Administrative Punishment Law (June) 
5. Patent Law (Revision) (June) 
6. Export Control Law (June) 
7. Archives Law (Revision) (June) 
8. Law on the Protection of Minors (Revision) (June) 
9. Urban Maintenance and Construction Tax Law (August) 
10. Deed tax law (August) 
11. Law on the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency (Revision) (August) 
12. The Yangtze River Protection Law (October) 

First review of the legal drafts (29 cases) 

1. Decision on Establishing and Improving the Legal System and Enforcement Mechanisms of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region to Safeguard National Security (already passed) 

2. Decision on comprehensively prohibiting illegal wildlife trading, overcoming the abuse of wild animals, and 
ensuring the safety and health of the people (already passed) 

3. Animal Epidemic Prevention Law (Revised) (already submitted for review) 
4. Copyright Law (Revision) (already submitted for review) 
5. Law of the People's Armed Police (Revised) (already submitted for review) 
6. Organic Law of the National People's Congress (Revision), Rules of Procedure of the National People's 

Congress (Revision) 
7. Electoral Law of the National People's Congress and Local People's Congresses at all levels (Revision) 
8. National Flag Law (Revision), National Emblem Law (Revision) 
9. Administrative Penalty Law (Revision) 
10. Administrative Reconsideration Law (Revision) 

26.
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11. Law on Penalties for Administration of Public Security (Revision) 
12. Maritime Traffic Safety Law (Revision) 
13. Wildlife Protection Law (Revision) 
14. Frontier Health and Quarantine Law (Revision) 
15. Infectious Disease Prevention Law (Revision), Emergency Response Law (Revision) 
16. Military Service Law (Revision) 
17. Production Safety Law (Revision) 
18. Criminal Law Amendment (11) 
19. Ombudsman Act 
20. Land Border Law 
21. Personal Information Protection Law 
22. Data Security Law 
23. Law on the Promotion of Rural Revitalisation 
24. Futures Law 
25. Hainan Free Trade Port Law 
26. Social Assistance Law 
27. Retired Army Support Law 
28. Legal Aid Law 
29. Anti-Organised Crime Law 

In accordance with the provisions of the Decision of the National People's Congress on Establishing and Perfecting 
the Legal System and Enforcement Mechanisms of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region to Maintain 
National Security, China will expedite the formulation of relevant laws to safeguard the national security of the 
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region. 

 
Guiding Opinions on Further Strengthening Industrial Safety 
Production Management published by MIIT 
# MIIT #Safety Production 

 

On 11 June 2020, the Ministry of Industry and Information Technology (MIIT) published the Guiding Opinions on 
Further Strengthening Industrial Safety Production Management. The aim is to further increase the level of 
industrial safety. The main tasks outlined by the document include: 

 Improve the responsibility system for industrial safety production management, and strengthen the 
supervision and management of industries subject to safety production management responsibility, such as 
the civil explosives industry and civil aircraft and shipbuilding industry; 

 Strengthen the guidance on industrial safety production; 

 Continue to facilitate the relocation and transformation of enterprises producing hazardous chemicals in 
highly-populated urban areas; 

 Promote the development as well as supervision and management of safety (emergency) industry, civil 
explosion industry, civil aircraft and civil shipbuilding industry. 

The document stresses in multiple occasions that standards will be used as key instruments to guide industrial 
safety production. The measures proposed for this purpose include: 

 Strict implementation of mandatory comprehensive standards to force, in accordance with law and regulations, 
production capacity that fails to meet safety production standards out of the market; 

 Efforts to accelerate the development, revision and management of sector standards so that they can better 
support safety production. 

27.
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In addition, the document also proposes to build sound standards systems for the smart manufacturing of civil 
explosives, and to improve the regulatory rules and standards systems for civil aircraft and shipbuilding. Standards 
are effectively seen as key means to advance safety technology in the civil explosives industry, as well as to enhance 
regulation over the safety of civil aircraft manufacturing and shipbuilding. 

 
Regulations on the Supervision and Administration of Cosmetics 
Clarify Punitive Measures for Violators: Lifelong Access Prohibition 
for Serious Violators 
#Regulation #Cosmetics 

 

On 16 June 2020, Premier Li Keqiang signed the Decree No. 727 of the State Council to release the Regulations on 
Supervision and Administration of Cosmetics. 

The Regulations, which will take effect from 1 January 2021, clarify the scope of punitive measures to be adopted 
against violators. Fines shall be imposed on the legal representative, the main person in charge, the person directly 
responsible and/or other people from entities that: 

 Engage in the production of cosmetics without permission; 

 Produce, market or import special cosmetics without proper registration; 

 Use ingredients prohibited in the production of cosmetics; 

 Add substances, in the production of cosmetics, which may endanger human health. 

In case of serious violations, a lifelong ban from producing and operating cosmetics will be enforced. 

The new Regulations also provide a classification of cosmetics and new cosmetic ingredients based on their degree 
of safety risk, namely: 

 Special cosmetics, or ordinary cosmetics; 

 New ingredients with high risks, or other new ingredients. 

Registration and filing will respectively be implemented, and a more science-based supervision and management 
approach will be implemented. 

Other key relevant issues of the Regulations are explained as follows: 

Q1: How can the quality and safety of cosmetics be guaranteed? 

A1: The person applying for the registration and filing will bear the primary responsibility. 

Although cosmetics are not usually regarded as products with potentially high safety risks, safety considerations 
cannot be ignored given the fact that cosmetics are applied directly on the skin. In order to strengthen the quality 
and safety control of cosmetics, the Regulations focus on improving the following systems: 

 The person applying for the registration and filing will be responsible for the safety and the claimed efficacy 
of cosmetics; 

 Safety assessments. The person applying for the registration and filing must conduct safety assessments of 
cosmetics and new ingredients; 

 Strengthening the management of the production and operation of cosmetics. Enterprises must organise 
the production of cosmetics according to relevant quality management regulations, with clear 
requirements specified for: ingredients and packaging materials used; raw materials and factory inspection; 
product release, storage and transportation; and other relevant processes. They will also need to 
standardise the labels and advertising of cosmetics. 
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 Strengthening quality and safety control of cosmetics after their introduction on the market. The person 
applying for the registration and filing must carry out adverse reaction monitoring, timely evaluation and 
reporting; they must also recall, in a timely manner, all cosmetics that may present health safety risks, and 
implement safety reassessment systems for all cosmetics and ingredients. 

Q2: Was the legal liability stipulated by previous regulations considered too light? 

A2: It is not light anymore thanks to the increased intensity of punitive measures introduced by the new 
Regulations, which also hold specific individuals legally liable. 

In the previous Regulations Concerning the Hygiene Supervision over Cosmetics, enacted in 1989, the legal liability 
was relatively light. In order to protect public health and create a favorable market environment for law-abiding 
actors, the new Regulations increase the intensity of punishment and severely crack down on illegal activities, 
specifically by: 

 Specifying the circumstances in which administrative punishment shall be imposed, and introducing strict 
legal liability based on the nature, circumstances and degree of harm of the violation; 

 Intensifying the degree of punishment through measures such as confiscation, fines, orders to suspend 
production and/or business operations, revocation of licenses, ban from accessing the market or the 
industry; and increasing the amount of fines; 

 Adding a new provision to extend legal liability to individuals involved in the act of violation. Fines shall be 
imposed on the legal representative, the main person in charge, the person directly responsible and/or 
other individuals involved. A temporary or lifelong ban from engaging in production and management of 
cosmetics will also be imposed. 

Q3: How to address exaggerated claims on the efficacy of cosmetics? 

A3: Through enterprise self-discipline and social supervision, and through government ongoing and ex post 
supervision 

The problem of exaggerated or false claims on the efficacy of cosmetics remains quite prominent; it not only 
misleads consumers, but also disrupt the market order. To address this problem, the Regulations introduce a 
management model for the advertising of cosmetics and their efficiency, based on enterprise self-discipline and 
social supervision, which at the same time will be matched by ongoing and ex post government supervision. 
Specifically: 

 The person applying for the registration and filing of cosmetics will be held liable for the claimed efficacy; 

 The efficacy of cosmetics must be claimed based on solid scientific basis, and must be subject to social 
supervision; 

 The labels of cosmetics must not incorporate explicit or implied medical functions, or false or misleading 
content. 

The original Chinese version of this news is available on the official website of SAMR: Regulations on the Supervision 
and Administration of Cosmetics clarify punitive measures for violators: lifelong access prohibition for serious 
violators. 

The full text, in Chinese, of the Regulations is available at this link: Regulations on the Supervision and 
Administration of Cosmetics. 
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Introduction of SESEC Project

The Seconded European Standardization 
Expert in China (SESEC) is a visibility 
project co-financed by the European 
Commission (EC), the European Free 
Trade Association (EFTA) secretariat and 
the three European Standardization 
Organizations (CEN, CENELEC and ETSI). 
Since 2006, there has been three SESEC 
projects in China, SESEC I (2006-2009). 
SESEC II (2009- 2012) and SESEC III (2014-
2017). In April 2018, SESEC IV was 
officially launched in Beijing, China. Dr. 
Betty XU was nominated as the SESEC 
expert and will spend the next 36 months 
on promoting EU-China standardization 
information exchange and EU-China 
standardization cooperation. 
 
The SESEC project supports the strategic 
objectives of the European Union, EFTA 
and the European Standardization 
Organizations (ESOs).  The purpose of 
SESEC project is to: 

 
 Promote European and 

international standards in 
China; 

 Improve contacts with 
different levels of the Chinese 
administration, industry and 
standardization bodies; 

 Improve the visibility and 
understanding of the European 
Standardization System (ESS) 
in  China; 

 Gather regulatory and 
standardization intelligence. 

 
The following areas have been identified 
as sectorial project priorities by the SESEC 
project partners: Internet of Things (IoT) 
& Machine-to-Machine(M2M) 
communication, communication 
networks & services, cybersecurity & 
digital identity, Smart Cities (including 
transport, power grids & metering), 
electrical & electronic products, general 
product safety, medical devices, 
cosmetics, energy management & 
environmental protection (including eco-
design & labelling, as well as 
environmental performance of buildings).

 

 
SESEC IV China Standardization and Technical Regulation Bimonthly Newsletter 

SESEC IV China Standardization and Technical Regulation Bimonthly Newsletter is the gathering of China regulatory and 
standardization intelligence. Most information of the Monthly Newsletter was summarized from China news media or websites. 
Some of them were the first-hand information from TC meetings, forums/workshops, or meetings/dialogues with China 
government authorities in certain areas. 
 

In this Bimonthly Newsletter 

In this Bimonthly Newsletter, some news articles were abstracted from Chinese government organizations. All new published 
standards, implementation or management regulations and notice are summarized; original document and English version are 
available. 
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